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up the Turkish Empire. Though Gorchakov had at first
been opposed to Austria's annexing Bosnia and Herze-
govina,9 he gradually came round to accept such an ar-
rangement, provided Russia in turn could secure adequate
compensations for herself.
Austria, on the other hand, had no ostensible ties of
religion and blood with the oppressed Christian nationalities
in the Balkans and no desire to see them achieve inde-
pendence as clients of Russia. Austria-Hungary—especially
Hungary—already included more Slav peoples than could
be easily assimilated. With the growing spirit of nation-
alism, these Slav subjects were becoming more and more
difficult to govern. The Austrian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Andrassy, a Magyar, was therefore at first opposed
to the acquisition of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which he
feared would aggravate the internal problem of the Dual
Monarchy of ruling over a large number of Slavs.10 He
preferred to have the Great Powers act jointly by way of
a, Conference and enforce reforms upon Turkey for the
benefit of the peasantry in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but
he did not desire to begin the partition of the Ottoman
Empire. His desire found expression in the "Andrassy
Note" of December 30, 1875, which demanded an armistice,
,a series of reforms, and the appointment of a mixed Chris-
tian and Mohammedan commission to look after the carry-
ing out of the reforms. The Turks, as usual, made a pre-
tense of accepting the demands; but the insurgent Bosnians,
fired with enthusiasm by their successes and by their hope
of support from their brother Serbs in Serbia and Mon-
tenegro, refused to abide by the terms of the Andrassy Note.
The crisis became more serious.
Bismarck's chief concern in the whole Eastern Question
was to prevent it from disturbing the peace of Europe and
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